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Regional goals prioritized

Á.Å×ÌÙ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÓ ÈÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇȣȢ

ÁReducing groundwater declines in the Ogallala top priority for 
western regions 
üCimarron promoting conservation with flexibility and technology 

adoption
üUpper Ark focused on LEMA and WCA development to achieve goal
üUpper Smoky proposes 25% reduction by 2025.  Net irrigation 

requirement not exceeded in the region
üUpper Republican looking to partner with GMD #4 for goal setting and 

implementation 
üGreat Bend Prairie and Equus-Walnut propose to achieve and maintain 

sustainability



WATER CONSERVATION 
AREAS (WCA)



Blue Ribbon Funding Task Force

ɆRandall AllenɂKansas Association of Counties

ɆJohn BridsonɂWestar Energy

ɆColin HansenɂKansas Municipal Utilities

ɆGary HarshbergerɂKansas Water Authority

ɆTerry HoldrenɂKansas Farm Bureau

ɆKarma MasonɂKS Chamber & KWA

ɆErik SartoriusɂLeague of Kansas Municipalities

ɆDennis SchwartzɂKRWA & KWA

ɆMatt TeagardenɂKansas Livestock Association

ɆTom TunnellɂKansas Grain and Feed 
Association

ɆSenator Jim Denning, Overland Park

ɆSenator Tom Hawk, Manhattan

ɆSenator Larry Powell, Garden City

ɆRepresentative Jerry Henry, Atchison

ɆRepresentative Steven Johnson, Assaria

ɆRepresentative Sharon Schwartz, Washington

ɆRobin JennisonɂKDWP&T

ɆJackie McClaskeyɂKDA

ɆSusan MosierɂKDHE

ɆTracy StreeterɂKansas Water Office



BRFTF Schedule

ɆMarch 18 ɀ1-3pm
üFunding demands from a state perspective

üFollow up discussion from January meeting

ɆApril 19 ɀAll day
üStakeholder/public input on funding needs and potential sources

üRSVP requested to determine number of conferees

ɆMay ɀEstablish revenue needs and begin identifying revenue options

ɆAugust ɀReview draft report and public input

ɆSeptember ɀConsideration adoption of final report

ɆNovember ɀ0ÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÔ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ 7ÁÔÅÒ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ



Intensive Groundwater Use 
Control Areas (IGUCAs)

Local Enhanced Management 
Areas (LEMAs)

Water Conservation Areas 
(WCAs)

R
e

d
 T

a
p

e



Intensive Groundwater Use 
Control Areas (IGUCAs)

Local Enhanced Management 
Areas (LEMAs)

Water Conservation Areas 
(WCAs)

L
o

ca
l C

o
n
tro

l



What are Water Conservation Areas 
(WCAs)
ɆSigned into law in April 2015 by Governor Sam 
Brownback

ɆProvide a tool to water right owners to extend the 
usable lifetime of the Ogallala-High Plains Aquifer

ɆDeveloped by a water right owner or group of water 
right owners with the consent of the chief engineer to 
reduce water withdrawals while maintaining economic 
value via water right flexibility



Who is eligible?

ɆAny groundwater water right owner(s) in an area of need 
of conservation: 
ɆGroundwater levels in the area are declining or have declined 
excessively;
ɆRate of withdrawal of groundwater within the area in question 
equals or exceeds the rate of recharge in the area;
ɆPreventable waste of water is occurring or may occur in the 
area; or
ɆUnreasonable deterioration of the quality of water is occurring 
in the area.



What are the benefits?

ɆConserving water resources extends the usable lifetime of the water supply 

ɆParticipation may afford flexibilities that are not available to water right owners 
outside of a WCA

ɆWCAs do not make any permanent change in enrolling water rights 

ɆCan be limited in duration to allow water right owners to try out the controls



Franklin Family WCA Terms

ɆWater rights: Six across two townships in Sherman County

ɆConservation:Limit irrigation to no more 4,800 acre-feet every five years (~12 
inches per acre, more than 2 inches less than NIR and far below GMD and county 
average)

ɆFlexibility: Pooled allocation provided no single authorized quantity exceeded

ɆLength: 15 years, evaluated every five years



Westside Dairy Terms

ɆWater rights: Two water rights across four irrigated circles

ɆConservation:Limit diversions by a 15% conservation factor

ɆFlexibility : Pooled allocation provided no single authorized quantity exceeded; 
term permit to allow rotation of irrigated acres

ɆLength: Three consecutive one-year terms until 2018; review and renew for 
additional 5-year period



WATER TECHNOLOGY 
FARMS



Technology farms gaining 
ÍÏÍÅÎÔÕÍȣȣȢȢ

ɆMajor component in the Water Vision

ɆObjective ɀReduce groundwater declines and 
maintain economic returns

ɆDesigned to promote field scale demonstration of 
various water saving opportunities
Ɇ irrigation equipment
Ɇwater management
Ɇcropping alternatives
Ɇ telemetry

ɆProvides for public/private partnerships

ɆLocal, state & federal contributions are possible
ɆKWO has devoted funding to this effort

ɆKSU and crop consultants play major roles

ɆWCAs or LEMAs recommended to provide 
structure for water conservation goal

ɆEducation and outreach component included

ɆOur goal is to have at least one technology farm 
in each of the western planning regions
Ɇ3Ï ÆÁÒȟ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÆÁÒÍÓ ÅØÉÓÔȣȢ
Ɇ Two in the Upper Ark

ɆOne in the Great Bend Prairie



RULES AND 
REGULATIONS & 

LEGISLATION



Rules and Regulations

ÁCivil and other penalties for overpumping and other violations of the 
Kansas Water Appropriation Act (To Be Submitted to Department of 
Administration)

ÁAuthority to seal meters (To Be Submitted to Department of Administration)

ÁDemonstration needed for point of diversion moves in areas of significant 
decline (Delayed for Additional Evaluation)

ÁCivil and other penalties for failure to submit a water use report (Legislative 
Change)



Category Level A
<24 Hours

Level B
24 ɀ72 Hours

Level C
More than 72 Hours

No Penalty 
w/in 5 yrs

Written Notice of Non-

Compliance

$1000 per day and a reduction 

in quantity equal to 2X quantity 

overpumped (not to exceed 

one year suspension)

$1000 per day and a reduction in 

quantity equal to 3X quantity 

overpumped (not to exceed one year 

suspension)

One Penalty 
w/in 5 yrs

$1000 per day and a 

reduction in quantity equal 

to 2X quantity overpumped 

(not to exceed one year 

suspension)

$1000 per day and a one year 

suspension

$1000 per day and a three year 

suspension

Two 
Penalties 
w/in 5 yrs

$1000 per day and a one 

year suspension

$1000 per day and a three year 

suspension

$1000 per day and a four year 

suspension

Three 
Penalties 
w/in 5 yrs

$1000 per day and a three 

year suspension

$1000 per day and a four year 

suspension

$1000 per day and a five year 

suspension



Authority to Seal Meters

ÁRetain existing regulation authorizing seals to enforce a cease 
and desist to render pump or other diversion decide inoperable

ÁK.A.R. 5-3-6a revised to allow the Chief Engineer or 
representatives to place a seal on flowmeters (bolt, chain, lock or 
any combination thereof) to prevent removal of flowmeter and 
access to internal working parts 

ÁDelegate authority to GMDs



Demonstration for PD Moves > 300 Feet

ɆK.S.A. 82a-708b provides that water holders can apply for 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÎ Á ×ÁÔÅÒ ÒÉÇÈÔȭÓ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÕÓÅȟ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÕÓÅ 
made of water, without losing priority of right, provided:
Ɇthe owner demonstrate to the chief engineerthat any 
proposed change is reasonableand will not impair existing 
rights;




