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WESTERN  KANSAS  GROUNDWATER  MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT  N0.1

February  16,  2022  Board  Meeting  Minutes

BOARD  MEMBERS  PRESENT

Mark  Callender

Bob Hoeme

Travis  Weaver

Ray Smith

Brian  Bauck

BOARD  MEMBERS  ABSENT

STAFF  MEMBERS  PRESENT  FOR  ALL  OR A PORTION  OF  THE  MEETING

ToniPalen-AdministrativeAssistant  MaggieMorrison-AdministrativeAssistant

OTHER  PEOPLE  PRESENT  FOR  ALL  OR  A PORTION  OF THE  MEETING

Tom  Adrian""  Adrian  & Pankratz  Law Office

Mike  Meyer  Division  of  MikWater  Resources,  Garden  City Office

David  BarfieJd*  KWR Consulting

Autin  McCollouch*

g McKinney (Lo3qn)  *Virtual Attendees
CALLTHE  MEETING  TO  ORDER

The Western  Kansas Groundwater  Management  District  No.l  board  meeting  was called  to  order  by President

Mark  Callender  at 8:11  a.m. on February  16, 2022 at the  District  Office,  Scott  City.

APPROVAL  OF THE  AGENDA

Travis  Weaver  made  a motion  to approve  the  agenda  as presented.  Ray Smith  seconded  the  motion  which

passed  unanimously.

APPROVAL  OF THE  FEBRUARY  16,  2022  MINUTES

Travis  Weaver  made  a motion  to approve  the  February  16,  2022 board  meeting  minutes.  Ray Smith  seconded

the  motion  which  passed  unanimously.

FINANCIAL  REPORT

The board  reviewed  the  all three  sets of  the  financials  for  the month  ofJanuary  as presented.  Bob Hoeme

drew attention to the Western Kansas Weather Modification  Fund Geneml Ledger as ofJanuary  31, 2022

stating  the  same  transactions  are on Western  Kansas  General  Fund  General  Ledger. After  discussion,  Toni

Palen advised  the  board  that  it looked  like it was labeled  wrong  and she would  check  with  CPA, Renee Cure

who  did the  reports.  Ray Smith  questioned  what  the  S334.61  for  fuel/oil  was used for  and the  96040.00

deposit that was recorded on the 2022 Actual as ofJanuary  31, 2022 Weather Modification  Budget Report,

Toni  replied  she would  check  with  Renee and report  back next  meeting.  Brian Bauck  made  a motion  to

approve  all three  sets of  financials  for  the  month  of  January  as presented  with  the  contingency  that  Toni

would  check  with  CPA, Renee Cure and clarify  mentioned  concerns  at next  board  meeting.  Ray Smith

seconded  the  motion  which  passed  unanimously.

LEMA  ALLOCATION  APPEALS:

*  DougMckinneysubmittedanappealonWR#3815totheGMD1Boardclaimingthatthehistoric

documented  water  use for  the LEMA was incorrect  for  2013. Mike  Meyers  with  DWR stated  his office

is still waiting  on verification  and would  know  by next  meeting.

*  Brad Bangerter  submitted  a request  to appeal2  water  rights  (WR #8376  & #13531)  which  cover  2

sections  of  ground.  Mike  Meyers  updated  the  board  that  all water  wells  are on 1 section  which  is

owned  by a new  owner,  Brad Bangerter  and Jeri Bangerter.  The other  section  of  ground  which  is

attached  to their  water  right  are separate  owners  (N Farm, Lane, Jason and Gwen  Wells,  and Bar  H

Ranch).
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In this  appeal  the  owners  of  the water  well  are asking for  consideration  to fill their  allocation  without

any written  agreement  from  the previous  owners. Current  owner,  Brad Bangerter  is not  getting  the

cooperation  from  the  previous  owners  in getting  signatures  but  would  like to proceed  with  the water

wells since they  own the well  even though  they  do not  own the water  rights.  Mike  Meyers  suggested

we wait  and see what  the Wichita  County  WCA decides  to do first. After  discussion  between  the

board members,  Tom Adrian  commented  that  we should  have signatures  of  all owners  and to table  it

for  next  meeting,  givirrg the current  owner  time  to acquire  signatures  from  the previous  owners  that
own  the  water  rights.

*  Brian Bauck submitted  an appeal  on water  right  #17411  to the board claiming  the historic  documented

water  use of  the  water  right  for  the WHCL was incorrect  for  years 2012-2015.  Mike Meyer  stated  that
he researched  this  and found  the  water  use from  2012-2015  inaccurate  and he would  make
adjustments  to  the  official  water  use report  and to WHCL allocation.

*  Bob Hoeme  questioned  Tom Adrian  if a board  member  submits  an appeal,  does he get to vote.  Tom

stated  board  members  cannot  vote  on their  own appeal  and if it was a 2-2 vote  the appeal  would  be
null and voided  as there  are  5 board  members.

VOTER  REGISTRATION  CONCERNS

Tom Adrian  discussed  the  voter  registrations  that  were  emailed  to him for  the annual  meeting.  Tom

addressed  some issues such as when a parcel  was in a trust  or co-owned  there  should  only  be one vote. Also

stating  we cannot  have multiple  votes  on the same piece of land. The board discussed  concerns  they  had

heard  from  landowners  that  the registration  process  was difficult  and not straight  forward.  Some landowners

thought  they  were  voting  on the LEMA instead  of board  positions.  Travis Weaver  discussed  two  separate

situations  where  landowners  have called  him and complained  about  the voting  process  and one threatening  to

get their  lawyer  involved.  Maggie  Morrison  joined  the meeting  and asked Tom if she had handled  a situation

correctly  with  a landowner  that  didn't  fill out the registration  correctly.  Tom replied  she did. Also, Maggie

oave other  scenarios  of  problems  we were  having  with  additional  registrations.  Tom stated  when we acquired

our  policy  three  years ago we put  it in regulation  form  with  the state  statutes.  After  more  discussion  about

the registrations,  Tom said he would  be there  to clarify  our voting  policy  and clear up any confusion  at  the

annual  meeting.

UPDATE  OF MEGA  WATER  BILL

David Barfield  gave a detailed  overview  of information  collected  on the Revisor of Statutes  Memorandum.

David provided  several  other  handouts  including  his power  point  he will  be presenting  at the annual  meeting.

Additionally,  David explained  what  the draft  allocation  reports  for  the annual  meeting  will look like and

information  that  it will  provide  to water  right  users concerning  the Lema Plan. Mark  Callender  requested  that

David present  highlights  and major  points  that  are being  proposed  by the Legislature  at the annual  meeting.

ANNUAL  MEETING  PREPARATION

David Barfeild  inquired  if there  was going  to be zoom available  at the annual  meeting.  Mark  Callender

believed  we didn't  last year, but may try  doing  so to introduce  Katie Durham  as our  Manager.  Bob Hoeme

inquired  if there  were  any vendors  coming  to the meeting  and Mark  replied  we didn't  have any for  this  year.

Ray Smith questioned  if early  voting  was allowed.  Mark  replied  as long as the person  voting  is at the meeting

they  can vote  and turn  it in at any time  during  the meeting.  David Barfield  presented  and explained  his power

point  for  the annual  meeting  to the board. David presented  a 941 page document  that  was given to Toni

Palen to download  onto  the laptops.  This download  will  allow  us to look up by the  individual's  legal name  so

we can find their  allocation  report  to give to them  at the meeting.  David indicated  he will  be bringing  his lap

top  and his printer  and Toni would  bring  hers as well  to print  reports  quickly. David stated  that  this report

would  not show  any Lema appeals  in process. Mark  and David agreed  to change the  heading  to read subject

change  with  refinement  of  allocation  method  and/or  appeals  on the report. Mark  stated  the board would
start  having  county  meetings  early  April  when  Katie is here. Toni will  advise board  next  meeting  on how  many

days' notice  we need to give for  those  meetings.  Mike  Meyers  requested  that  David add a map showing  water

decline  on his presentation  under  the saturated  thickness  map so we show  concerns  on shortage  of water.
3
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Conversation  was held about  printing  the allocation  reports  before  or after  the meeting.  After  further

discussion  among  the board  members,  it was decided  to print  the reports  after  the meeting.

AIRCRAFT  & TOOIS  OFFER

Kyle Spencer  submitted  an aircraft  & equipment  purchase  proposal.  Item I was an offer  of  S20,000.00  for  the

N7765P/SN#  24-2982  aircraft  which  would  include  storage  in the hangar  for  6 month  or until  the district  sold

hangar,  whichever  occurs  first. Item 2 was an offer  of S2500.00  for  equipment,  tools,  hardware,  aircraft  jacks,

storage  cabinet,  1 compressor,  airframe  tools/sheet  metal  tools,  engine  tools/spark  plug cleaner  and tester,

The board discussed  the  proposal  and wanted  to have a chance  to look at the  tools  in the hangar  before  they

make any decisions  on item 2. After  further  discussion  on the  aircraft,  (Item 1) Ray Smith made a motion  to

sell the N7765P/SN#  24-2982  aircraft  to Kyle Spencer  for  S20,000.00  and to allow  for  storage  as stated,  and to

wait  on the tools  until  the  board has had a chance to meet  at the  hangar  next  week. Travis Weaver  seconded

the  motion  which  passed unanimously.

DWR  REPORT

Mike Meyers  updated  the board  that  reminder  emails  were  sent  to water  users who haven't  filed  their

reports.  Mike reported  they  have received  52% of water  use reports  so far. Brownie  sent updated  static

water  levels to the board  showing  a half  foot  drop across the district  on average  which  is similar  to last year.

Mike  stated  they  had a water  right  change request  to go from  stock  water  to irrigation.  He wasn't  sure  how

they  would  handle  the allocation  level. He wasn't  sure whether  they  would  go from  last year's historical  stock

water  usage or take  into  consideration  that  it was going  to be used for  irrigation  now. It will have a new  water

right  but  not  sure how  they  will handle  the allocation  since it's always  been stock  water.  This situation  hasn't

occurred  before  so they  are negotiating  and trying  to figure  out  how to handle  this incident  once the change

order  is completed.  Mike  indicated  they  had visited  a stock  water  facility  in the  district  that  had installed  a

dozen new meters,  however  they  were  not  on the certified  approved  list. He explained  the importance  of

installers  of making  sure before  they  ship to check and make sure it's on the approved  list. Mark  Callender

thanked  Mike  for all their  help and coming  down  on Tuesdays  to help GMDI  with  water  usage reports.

KWO  REPORT

Mike  Myers  reported  for  Keadron Pearson as she is out  of  the office. Next KWO meeting  is scheduled  March

23rd a(l virtual  meeting.  Go to web site for  upcoming  meetings.  The water  technology  expo last week in

Garden  City was a shocking  success  with  approximately  200 people  in attendance.

UPPER  SMOKY  REGIONAL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  NONE

OTHER:  NONE

PUBLIC  COMMENT:  NONE

EXECUTIVE  SESSIONS:  NONE

CALENDAR

Next board meeting  is March  16, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. at the District  Office.

ADJOURN

Travis  Weaver  made a motion  to adjourn  the meeting  at 12:10  p.m. Brian Bauck seconded  the motion  which

passed unanimously.

Respectfully  Submitted:

Toni Palen, Administrative  Assistant

Approved:

";qb,,iuv-
Mark  Callender,  President

Date:
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